
 
 
 

BASIC FACTS & FIGURES: 
 

NONPROFIT COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS1 
 
 

• Community Health Centers, also known as Federally-Qualified Health Centers, 
are local, non-profit, community-owned health care providers that serve low-
income and medically underserved communities.  There are over 1,002 
Community Health Centers delivering care through over 6,000 service delivery 
sites in every state and territory.   

 
• Community Health Centers are located in high-need areas (e.g., elevated poverty, 

above average infant mortality, few physicians); are open to all residents, 
regardless of insurance status or ability to pay; and are cost effective, reducing 
costly emergency, hospital, and specialty care, and saving the U.S. health care 
system between $9.9 to $17.6 billion a year.  

 
• Community Health Centers served 15,034,123 total patients in 2006.  Since 2000, 

the number of patients and patient visits has grown 56% and 55%, respectively.  
Patients tend to be low-income, a racial or ethnic minority, uninsured or publicly 
insured (e.g., Medicaid), from rural areas, and chronically ill (compared to 
patients of office-based physicians).     
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1 National Association of Community Health Centers.  A Sketch of Community Health Centers: Chart Book 
2008 and America’s Health Centers Fact Sheet, 2006.  www.nachc.com 
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Patient Visits by Type of Service, 2006
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• Community Health Centers aim to provide high-quality, affordable primary care 

and preventive services in a linguistically and culturally appropriate manner.  
Dental, pharmaceutical, mental health, substance abuse, and enabling services 
(i.e., case manager and health educator visits) are often provided on-site as well.   
       

• Community Health Centers’ average cost per patient is $538 ($368 medical; $333 
dental).  The average cost per medical patient visit is $117.  In 2006, annual 
federal funding per uninsured patient was only $267. 

 
 
 

 
KEY COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER DATA BY STATE, 2006 

 

State 
Total 

Grantees 
Delivery 

Sites 
Total 

Patients 
Total 

Encounters 
Total 
FTEs 

% 
Medicaid 

% 
Uninsured 

AK 24 111 80,329 359,236 917.1 22.0% 42.2% 
AL  15 112 289,193 949,169 1272.1 27.4% 49.9% 
AR 12 60 119,733 458,494 693.1 22.9% 45.0% 
AZ 14 94 325,928 1,217,989 2167.3 36.1% 35.4% 
CA 103 775 2,155,126 8,949,360 14915.1 37.6% 45.5% 
CO  15 135 396,382 1,612,470 2767.0 33.1% 44.7% 
CT 10 107 211,693 918,426 1510.9 46.2% 27.7% 
DC 4 49 85,543 399,826 779.8 29.0% 24.7% 
DE 4 9 26,581 91,059 189.5 33.8% 41.0% 
FL 38 232 702,188 2,799,489 4116.1 25.4% 55.0% 
GA 24 109 248,205 854,169 1190.7 29.3% 45.3% 
HI 13 57 98,536 471,772 1049.8 39.9% 30.0% 
IA 11 65 104,259 373,728 663.2 29.7% 39.0% 
ID 10 55 92,590 345,536 569.1 18.6% 50.1% 
IL 34 335 852,366 3,039,901 4584.7 45.9% 33.3% 
IN 15 76 170,212 637,605 151.2 36.5% 47.4% 
KA 9 34 65,385 246,500 380.6 22.7% 58.2% 
KY 15 69 216,635 837,165 1235.2 28.6% 40.7% 
LA 20 56 128,507 397,207 704.9 35.6% 45.0% 
MA 33 293 446,559 2,181,613 4381.4 41.2% 32.7% 
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State 
Total 

Grantees 
Delivery 

Sites 
Total 

Patients 
Total 

Encounters 
Total 
FTEs 

% 
Medicaid 

% 
Uninsured 

MD 14 93 194,768 861,994 1399.7 39.8% 28.4% 
ME 17 90 145,976 603,822 864.8 30.4% 14.5% 
MI 28 149 440,885 1,641,458 2546.7 39.0% 33.1% 
MN 14 82 148,061 539,210 953.5 36.5% 39.6% 
MO  19 111 308,793 1,113,472 1971.7 36.7% 40.7% 
MS 22 152 305,260 929,952 1453.3 29.4% 44.1% 
MT 12 69 74,496 252,946 403.5 14.6% 55.5% 
NC 24 117 333,283 1,109,600 1692.4 21.9% 52.0% 
ND 4 27 22,565 85,991 134.5 22.8% 25.0% 
NE 5 15 41,070 152,614 319.1 25.3% 60.4% 
NH 9 45 63,211 282,065 520.1 19.3% 30.1% 
NJ 18 95 273,894 1,008,606 1613.1 42.8% 46.0% 
NM 14 105 231,397 923,984 1716.6 25.0% 46.4% 
NV 2 33 69,849 n/a n/a 28.2% 49.8% 
NY 47 422 1,139,843 5,334,018 7913.0 42.8% 28.4% 
OH 23 123 321,788 1,168,172 1715.1 35.2% 37.0% 
OK 11 44 98,580 329,489 546.5 26.3% 50.7% 
OR 22 146 207,410 932,217 2017.2 34.1% 49.0% 
PA 32 174 499,829 1,761,521 2613.8 40.8% 25.7% 
PR 20 50 363,973 1,640,638 2172.8 62.0% 14.3% 
RI 8 53 105,177 423,051 707.6 42.0% 32.7% 
SC 21 141 294,821 1,142,473 1668.5 31.6% 37.7% 
SD 6 38 52,314 192,446 264.4 22.9% 40.3% 
TX 49 248 703,518 2,743,603 4894.8 23.6% 59.3% 
TN 23 127 273,135 898,772 1321.0 34.3% 38.5% 
UT 11 28 88,742 319,079 466.7 15.6% 60.8% 
VA 21 95 204,891 757,533 1226.7 21.2% 33.8% 
VT 5 26 59,581 259,063 341.3 24.5% 12.4% 
WA 23 224 591,581 2,339,051 4750.5 41.7% 32.8% 
WI 15 61 161,773 737,852 1279.5 44.9% 32.0% 
WV 27 154 307,272 1,167,388 1840.1 22.3% 32.7% 
WY 5 12 21,125 74,832 146.2 17.0% 45.4% 

US  1,002 6,208 15,034,123 59,216,205 97440.3 35.0% 40.0% 
 


